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Minutes of 168™ meeting of SLBC Guijarat

The 168" meeting of SLBC Gujarat to review various Banking parameters for the quarter
endgd December 2020 was held through virtual mode on 22.03.2021. The meeting was
chalreq by Shri Vikramaditya Singh Khichi, Executive Director, Bank of Baroda and
Co-_chalred by Shri Pankaj Joshi, Addl. Chief Secretary, Finance Dept., Govt. of
Gujarat. Other participants of the meeting include senior executives from various State
Govt. Departments, RBI, NABARD, Member Banks and Lead District Managers. The

ﬂetailedhlist of participants as generated from Microsoft Teams application is enclosed
erewith.

Welcoming all t'he participants, Shri Mahesh Bansal, Convenor, SLBC Gujarat urged
Banks to §ubm|t quarterly LBS data in a time bound manner, which in turn can enable
SLBC to timely convene the quarterly SLBC meeting.

(Action: All Banks)

He also requested Banks to ensure that their system is fully equipped to migrate to new
LBS data flow from FY 2021-22 onwards, as the new LBS besides facilitating ease for
Banks to submit the data, also minimize manual intervention thereby augments data
accuracy.

(Action: All Banks)

Shri V S Khichi, Chairman, SLBC as well as Executive Director, Bank of Baroda in
his keynote address impressed upon following points:

I) Considering the nature of job of Bank employees which involves public dealing
and the tremendous contribution made by Bankers during COVID pandemic in
rendering uninterrupted Banking services to public at large, the State Govt. was
requested to consider for launching of mass COVID vaccination drive for Bankers
across the State.

(Action: Finance Dept., Govt. of Gujarat)

Il) In order to avoid failures in remitting various grants / subsidies through DBT in the
Bank accounts of beneficiaries of various Govt. sponsored schemes, the
amalgamating Banks may provide new account details of DBT beneficiaries on
receipt of such request from concerned Govt. Dept.

(Action: Amalgamated Banks and Finance Dept., GoG)

IIl) Appreciated progress under project of “Deepening of Digital payment Ecosystem”
in Banaskantha District. However, simultaneously also urged the State Govt. to
link benefits / ex-gratia of various Govt. schemes with adoption of Digital Banking
avenues in the future welfare schemes being launched by the State Govt., as it
can go a long way in incentivizing Digital Banking among the masses. '

(Action: Finance Dept., Govt. of Gujarat)

IV) Expressed concern over declining CD ratio of the State over last 5-6 quarter and
requested Banks to internally assess their credit vis-a-vis deposit portfolio to
ensure that right directional movement.

(Action: All Banks)

State Level Bankers’ Committee, Gujarat State Page 1 of 5



Minutes of 168" meeting of SLBC Gujarat

V)

Vi)

Appealed to State Govt. to contemplate about revising “Jantri rates”, as it rgmains
standstill for past many years. The revision of “Jantri rates” besides enablmg the
loan borrowers to avail larger ticket size of loan and thereby giving required fillip to
the Housing sector, it can also augment revenues to the coffers of the State Govt.
through higher registration / stamp duties. )
(Action: Finance Dept., Govt. of Gujarat)

While advising Banks for expeditious sanction and disbursal of PM SVANidhi
applications, also solicited support from Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in faqhtatmg
Branch visit of borrowers. Further, advised Banks to come forward in executing the
Mukhya Mantri Mahila Utakrsh Yojana (MMUY), aimed at empowering groups of
women to earn their livelihood through support of Bank credit.

(Action: All Banks, Finance Dept., Govt. of Gujarat)

Shri D K Mishra, CGM NABARD highlighted following important points:

1)

0

)

Shri

Advised Banks to avail various sorts of grant available under Financial Inclqsion
Fund (FIF) being offered by NABARD for promoting Financial Inclusion activities.
(Action: All Banks)

Urged for enhanced efforts of Banks in mitigating gap between number of farmers
and KCCs, as the progress under the same is regularly monitored by various
Ministries in Central Govt. Also, underscored urgent need to improve performance
under KCC for Animal Husbandry, particularly by Cooperative Banks, as larger
chunk of KCC Animal Husbandry applications are with Cooperative Banks.
(Action: All Banks, particularly GSCB)

Highlighted the need to improve term lending under Agricultural and also
suggested to enhance financing to FPOs, which can amplify credit off-take under
Agriculture.

(Action: All Banks)

S.K.Panigrahy, Regional Director (RD), RBI Ahmedabad in his address

welcomed all the dignitaries and congratulated all the Bankers for ensuring uninterrupted
Banking services during the ongoing pandemic.

Shri Panigrahy further exhorted on following important aspects:

1)

Although agricultural advances registered an upward trend on a quarterly basis,
the credit off-take in case of Agriculture Term Loans was less. In this regard, he
urged all banks to revisit their lending strategies to improve investment credit
(Term loan), which would in turn help in asset creation and enhance overall GDP
of the State.

(Action: All Banks)

Highlighted the initiatives of NABARD on FPOs and requested banks to provide
their support, as necessary, in the endeavour for collectivization of agricultural
produce and value addition/marketing etc.

(Action: All Banks)

State Level Bankers’ Committee, Gujarat State Page 2 of 5



Minutes of 168" meeting of SLBC Gujarat

])) Appreqlated all member banks for having achieved almost 90% digitisation in case
of Savings A/c holders and nearly 80% for Current A/C holders, having at least
one of the facilities of digital payments for Banaskantha District. He also requested
all member banks to continue their persistent efforts and accomplish the target of
100% digitization by March 31, 2021.
gALth’ig)n: All member banks of Banaskantha district, CBI-Convenor Bank,

IV) Lauded the efforts put in by all stakeholders in making the Financial Literacy Week
(February 8-12, 2021) a grand success and helping create public awareness. He
highlighted that the theme of FLW “Credit Discipline and Credit from Formal
Institutions” was also one of the strategic objectives of the National Strategy for
Financial Education 2020-25 and urged banks to continue their concerted effarts

in organising different target group centric financial awareness campaigns.
(Action: All Banks)

V) While the banks have extended support including COVID Emergency Loans to
MSME units and other customers during this pandemic period, there was a need
to closely monitor the impairment in credit portfolio with proper data/MIS. In this
regard, he requested SLBC and all Bankers to track the post-moratorium portfolios

carefully for suitable remedial action.
(Action: All Banks)

VI) Citing concerns expressed by Hon. Chief Minister on the sluggish performance
under the Govt. Sponsored Schemes particularly the Central Govt. sponsored PM
SVANidhi Scheme and the State Govt. sponsored Mukhya Mantri Mahila
Utkarsh Yojna (MMMUY), he urged all the banks to provide focused attention to
minimize pendency of applications and improve sanction and disbursal under the
two schemes. He also pointed out that the performance under various other Govt.
sponsored schemes, as compiled in SLBC data, appears poor. These schemes
may need to be rationalized after analysing the underlying issues in consultation

with the respective sponsoring agencies. _
(Action: All Banks)

VIl) Stressed upon the issue of safety of all Bankers who have worked relentléssly as
front-line workers during the pandemic. Also drew attention towards the need . of
vaccination of the Banking fraternity and requested State Govt. that this may be

accorded priority.
(Action: Finance Dept., Govt. of Gujarat)

Shri Pankaj Joshi, Addl. Chief Secretary, Finance Dept., Govt. of Gujarat laid
emphasis on following points:

I) Raised concern over declining CD ratio of the State and advised Banks to revisit
their lending strategies to correct the downward trend of CD ratio. Also urged

Banks to focus on districts having CD ratio below 40%.
(Action: All Banks)
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em——

) Parameters in which Aspirational Districts lags vis-a-vis State average were
highlighted and Banks were advised to improve coverage of Social Security
Schemes and MUDRA loans in Aspirational Districts, which can ultimately lead to
overall improvement of Aspirational Districts. o

(Action: All Banks, LDMs of Dahod & Narmada Districts)

Ill) Taking cognizance of the incidents of assault on Bank employees in Botad and
Mahisagar Districts, assured that concerned district authorities will be advised to
take all possible measures to ensure safety of Bank employees.

IV)  Acknowledged the need for COVID vaccination drive of Bankers and informed that

Finance Dept. will take up the matter with Health Dept. of the State Govt. to roll out
mass vaccination drive for Bankers.

Discussion on Agenda items

)] Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS): As the ECLGS
scheme has proved an effective measure to recuperate the MSMEs facing the
blows of the COVID pandemic, it was advised that all pending application under
the scheme are to be expeditiously processed. Further, as the Gujarat State
contributes nearly 15% of the total industrial production of the nation, the State
Govt. expects that Gujarat shall also occupy share of 15% out of total outlay of
Rs 3 lakh crores earmarked for the ECLGS scheme.

(Action: All Banks)

) PM SVANidhi Scheme: Serious concern was raised regarding drop in the
State-wise ranking under the scheme and it was advised that Bank-wise review
be undertaken separately to review progress under the scheme.

The Regional Director, RBI also highlighted the anomaly in terms of distribution
of targets among Public Sector and Private Banks under the scheme, given the
fact that Private Banks have been allotted meagre 4% target under the scheme,
against their Branch-wise share of 22% and Business-mix share of 36%.

All Banks were advised to clear earliest disposal of pending applications, which
can lead to improvement in State-wise ranking under the scheme.
(Action: All Banks)

Il) KCC to Animal Husbandry & Fisheries: In order to address the recurrent
escalations about the reluctance by Cooperative Banks in accepting and
sanctioning of KCC applications for Animal Husbandry, it was advised that
NABARD, GSCB and Cooperative Dept., Govt. of Gujarat to cohesively get
involved, as unless having active participation of Cooperative Banks, the KCC
saturation campaign would remain distant from achieving desired success.

(Action: NABARD, GSCB and Agriculture & Coop. Dept., GoG)
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V) Imglementauon of new Lead Bank Scheme (LBS) data flow: It was
un ersooreq that data for the December 2020 quarter was submitted fully by 24
Banks, partially by 2 Banks, whereas 15 Banks didn't submit the data at all as
per new LBS. It was also highlighted that the new LBS data flow being uniform
across the country, Banks are already submitting the data as per new LBS in
other States and hence the same way all Banks shall also ensure submission of

the data as per new LBS from FY 2021-22 onwards.
(Action: All Banks)

V) Issues regarding setting up of RSETIs: The Chairman SLBC remarked that
the issues regarding allotment of land for RSETIs have been lingering since long
and despite incorporating the matter of allotment of land to RSETIs as reguiar
agenda of SLBC meeting, the same remain unresolved till date. Hence, the
Chairman advised for convening a separate meeting to discuss RSETI issues
involving all stakeholders including District Collectors, to sort out long pending

issues of RSETIs.
(Action: SLBC and Finance Dept., Govt. of Guijarat)

V) Implementation of Automated e Stamping (AeS): Through SWIFT India, the
SLBC has addressed all queries raised by office of Inspector General of
Registrations and Superintendent of Stamps (IGRSS), Govt. of Gujarat to

implement AeS in Gujarat. As informed by the Office of IGRSS, the
recommendation in this regard has been forwarded to the Revenue Dept., Govt.
of Gujarat and necessary approval is awaited. Finance Dept. was requested to
pursue with Revenue Dept. which can pave the way for operationalization of AeS
in Gujarat. (Action: Finance Dept., GoG; Revenue Dept., GoG; IGRSS, GoG)

The meeting ended with vote of thanks by ShriV C Upadhyay, Head, SLBC Gujarat.

kK ke kek
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